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	32,000 Voices, 10 Groups, One Million Consumers, ​One Message: “Stop Government Overreach and ​Defend Science-Based Regulations” 
	Personal Stories Fuel the Petition Milestone 
	The petition’s 32,000th signer, Eric Linkenhoker, said his decision to add his name was shaped by his own experience with prescription opioid addiction following a serious back injury. 
	Initially prescribed OxyContin for pain management, Linkenhoker said his dependency spiraled, leading to homelessness and estrangement from his family. He said he eventually turned to 7-OH as an alternative to manage his back pain. 
	“7-OH gave me a way to manage pain without returning to prescription opioids or the street,” Linkenhoker said. “It helped me get my life back.” 
	Linkenhoker is now housed, reunited with family members, and employed, according to the advocacy groups. His account mirrors thousands of testimonials submitted alongside the petition, which frequently cite opioid dependence, chronic pain and concerns about losing access to what users describe as a lower-risk alternative. 
	Scientific and Organizational Consensus 
	Moms for America said it joined the coalition after reviewing concerns that a ban could disproportionately affect vulnerable pain patients and families seeking alternatives to prescription opioids. 
	“When policies remove lower-risk options without offering safe alternatives, families pay the price,” the organization said in a statement. “We believe it is important to ensure that pain patients are not pushed toward more dangerous or unregulated substances.” 
	Momentum Builds Across Science, Media, and Policy 
	Looking Ahead: The Fight Is Far From Over 


